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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is a systematic theory developed by Norman Fairclough that is highly effective
for analyzing works closely linked with the social and political conditions of society. This type of analysis
is also pivotal for the manner of retelling what is happening in society. This theory investigates the work in
three levels of description, interpretation and explanation. In the first level, the theory investigates the form
of the work in terms of the vocabulary used, while in the interpretation level, the theory deals with the
discourse conduct in the work, as well as the effects of common or predominately hegemonic discourse (5).
In the explanation level, however, the theory reflects the social conducts and the way social issues are
represented in the work. Shahad al-Rawi, the young and novice Iraqi author, wrote his two seminal works
in the second decade of the 21% century, with his primary work “The Baghdad Clock” drew acclamation
from critics and the readership. The present study uses descriptive-analytical methods to link the novel with
the social and political issues of the present-time and the past several decades of Irag, especially the story
of the war and occupation. This study also aimed to provide a critical discourse analysis of the novel for
exploring the agency of social conditions and socially-producing discourses. In fact, the goal of this paper
was to explore the relationship between the war and the occupation by producing and reinforcing the
discourse of emigration, which is associated as a better opportunity for Iragi citizens, especially educated
people, despite their love of the motherland. It is natural that the exploration of discourses and the factor
constituting them in a work is socially and literally critical, and for this, this paper sought to investigate the
novel The Baghdad Clock. Findings indicated that the author has employed a lot of formal elements of the
work under the category of social conditions being affected by the adverse impacts of the war, occupation
and embargos, etc. Meanwhile, the study aimed to explain and normalize the emigration discourse, which
is a preferred and productive discourse of the social conditions of social agents.
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