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Abstract

Within Fraser’s theoretical framework, discourse markers are grammatically diverse lexical
expressions that carry procedural meaning and establish relations between propositions.
Although developed through English studies, the framework’s focus on discourse relations and
compatibility with contemporary Arabic studies makes it applicable to Arabic texts.
Accordingly, it was selected as the basis for this study. The chapter on “Prohibition” in Akhund
Khorasani’s Kifayat al-Usul was selected as the corpus because of its density and diversity of
discourse markers within Fraser’s framework (2006). The study examines Fraser’s framework in
clarifying legal reasoning and identifying argumentative language patterns in Kifayat al-Usul
texts. The research adopts a mixed qualitative-quantitative approach using a descriptive-
analytical method based on library sources. The corpus comprises 11,175 words. Discourse
markers were identified according to their function in establishing interpretive relations between
the two discourse segments (S1) and (S2). Of 1,206 linguistic units, YYYdiscourse markers were
identified and classified into four groups using MAXQDA: elaborative, contrastive, inferential,
and temporal. Their frequency and distribution were analyzed. The findings reveal that wa,
haythu, bi-‘ibarah ukhra, bal idrab, thumma, mithl/ka/kama, and imma wa aw function as
elaborative discourse markers. Lakin, bal, and wa-in serve as contrastive markers for refinement,
negation, and replacement of rulings. Fa, ladh, and li-dhalik function as inferential markers,
while hina’idhin marks temporal relations. Their distribution varies across sections: elaborative
markers predominate in discussions of prohibition’s implications for corruption and correctness,
contrastive markers in critiques of the precedence of prohibition over obligation, inferential
markers in acts of worship and their correctness, and temporal markers in preferences between
conflicting criteria.

Keywords: Kifayat al-Usul, discourse, discourse markers, Bruce Fraser, argumentative
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