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Abstract

This study examines how meaning is reproduced in Hassan Blasim’s short story The Corpse
Exhibition (Ma‘rad al-Juthath) through the interaction between narrative structure and the
representation of social actors. Although previous studies have examined Blasim’s works from
various perspectives, the interaction between narrative structure and social actor representation
in The Corpse Exhibition has received limited attention. Accordingly, this study clarifies the role
of narrative organization and social actor representation in meaning construction. Hoey’s (2001)
problem-solving model and van Leeuwen’s (2008) theory of the social actors’ representation
were selected because they enable simultaneous analysis of narrative organization and discursive
representation. Integrating them allows examination of meaning construction at both narrative
and discursive levels. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in Critical
Discourse Analysis. Data were categorized according to Hoey’s four stages: situation, problem,
response, and evaluation. Clauses and narrative actions were manually coded, followed by
examination of social actor representation strategies within each stage. The findings indicate
that, in the situation stage, the narrative foregrounds and positively valorizes the actors referred
to as al-jama‘a (“the group”), preparing the reader to receive the narrative’s dominant
worldview. In the problem stage, victims of violence are represented through indetermination
and impersonalization, limiting empathy. In the response stage, strategies such as rationalization
and the redefinition of peace and knowledge represent violence as a rational solution. In the
evaluation stage, textual value judgments guide the preferred reading. Overall, the interaction
between narrative structure and social actor representation creates a discursive capacity to
naturalize and rationalize violence within the text’s semantic order.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, Michael Hoey, Theo van Leeuwen, representation of
social actors, Ma ‘rad al-Juthath
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1- Experimental novel

2- Michael Hoey

3- Theo Van Leeuwen

4- Situation

5- Problem

6- Solution

7- Evaluation

8- Inclusion

9- Exclusion

10- Social action

11- Social actors

12- Activity

13- Reaction

14- Appraisement

15- Abstraction

16- Exclusion

17- Association

18- Classification

19- Indefinite reference

20- Rationalization

21- Objectivation/ dehumanization
22- Moral evaluation

23- Negative appraisement
24- Impersonalization / deagentialization
25- Functional identification
26- Depersonalization
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